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and turn'it intoa

warm and inviting "

winter retreat

ith your bistro

blinds rolled

downiand a
heater fired up; your deck
can be aicosy and 'c_(')mf.y
area in which to entertaini

Or justenjoy over winter..
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Cutting 'd.ow.n_"a‘n' _tjld :

dining table, then

painting and decorating, |

ith'a subtle floral -

neutralieolour so you
cart'change your
accessories without
having to.buy-a new

rug every few months.

-

Mood lighting'at night

il« is a must, creating a

special ambience, When
capdles are lit in holders;
suchias this handsome
wirework piece with glass
‘tea-light cups, they cast
dramatic shadows and
silhouettes, Look locally
at nurseries or. large

1._hardware stores for a

similar sculptural piece
for-a.spare wall.

“For shopping details,
see Stockists.page >

™




winterretreat

Coffee table

GATHER YOUR SUPPLIES

Wooden table; blue painter's tape;
handsaw; sanding block; medium- and fine-
grade sandpaper; spirit level; Dulux 1 Step
Primer, Sealer & Undercoat; Dulux Wash &
Wear 101 Advanced Low Sheen acrylic
paint in Russian Toffee; Jo Sonja's Artists'
Colours in Warm White; paintbrushes
(including round artist's brush); small paint
roller and tray; graphite paper

HERE'S HOW

STEP 1 Work out desired height of
coffee table, keeping in mind that if legs
have turnings, it is best to cut between 2
of them. Carefully measure legs from
underside of tabletop.

STEP 2 Mark with tape for accuracy. Cut
off unwanted portions using a handsaw,
then sand smooth. Check table is level.

STEP 3 Sand all surfaces smooth using
medium, then fine-grade sandpapers
and a sanding block.

STEP 4 Apply undercoat, then 2 topcoats
to entire table, including undersides of
legs. Use a brush for legs and edges, and
a small roller for flat surfaces.

STEP 5 Enlarge Flower Diagram to suit.
Using graphite paper, transfer pattern
onto tabletop. Using a round artist's
paintbrush, paint each flower white,

Far project supplies, see Stockists page

Flower Diagram
Enlarge to desired sizes using a photocopier
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1,2. Matchstick
blinds are an
inexpensive option

for window treatments
or screens. You can
add to the look by

painting on flowers

using acrylic paint and
a round artist's brush.
Go wild and paint
everything freehand,
or enlarge the Flower
Diagram (left) and
paint it onto the blind.
Make large and small
variations of the
flowers, You may need
to use more than one
coat of paint.

How to revive
wicker furniture

W Dust with a stiff bristle
brush. Use a cut-off
paintbrush to get into

the weave and an old
toothbrush for targeting
tight bits.

B Wipe wicker with a cloth
that's been dampened in
warm, soapy water.

B Remove mould with
white vinegar. If persistent,
try a commercial mould
cleaner, but take care,

as it may discolour the
cane. Wipe with a water-
dampened cloth,

B Glue loose bits of wicker
in position using a two-
part epoxy adhesive or
superglue.

W Sand sharp or fuzzy
strands using fine
sandpaper.

M Replace any missing or
damaged cane and binding
— these materials are
available at selected craft
stores or online (try www.
wickerworks.com.au). Soak
the cane for 30 minutes

to make it pliable. Cut
strands 5cm longer than
the required length and
use needle-nosed pliers

to weave it in place.

M Use shellac or varnish to
protect the finish.

M For stained wicker,
touch up chips with oil
stain and coat with a clear
finish, Leave to cure for a
few days, then polish with
furniture wax.
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3. Wicker looks wicked.

It gives a retro feel to the
space, wears welliand,
unlike fabric, doesn't fade.
Yol can revive someone's
cast-off couch, making it
good for the planet; too.
Thetart-up'involves a
wash, a bit of first aid

and re-covered cushions.

4.'Hang a trio of exotic
lanterns to create'a warm
ambience. Try nifty,

LED, battery-operated
teallights so there’s no
problemwith'heat, flames
or:smokel!Otherwise;
ensure you position your
candles a safe distance
from the blinds.






