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2. Plant pineapple sage and give your
eyes and nose a treat — its leaves are
scented just like the fruit and it has
vividly coloured flower spikes.

3. Add a layer of engaging texture to
your sensory garden with the handsome
grey-green foliage of sage.

4, There's nothing like the sound of
running water to inject calm into your
garden, This fountain feeds a little
stream, or:rill; that flows into a pond —
a great spot for kids to splash about,

5, For interesting foliage and rich
fragrance, add prostrate rosemary to
your planting scheme. And you'll have
it on hand for your next lamb roast!

6. Strawberry plants make delightful
and delicious mounding groundcovers.

7. Include comfortable seating so you
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larger than required all around
to allow for concrete. For
extra strength, line bottom
and sides of rill and ponds
with 3 rods of 5mm steel.

STEP 2 Run irrigation pipe
I / ; : A ; : between ponds. Leave an
What was once abland | i e PRSI ; extra 500mm protruding
corner has been transformed * il L e R el s o R from each end for connections
into’a sensory fun parkes bt e i i Wl sl s B and cutting off. Run pipe in
: Nl the straightest and shortest

possible route.

5 4 STEP 3 Combine concrete

R_lll c]l](.l p()nd and oxide in a wheelbarrow.

Gradually add water, mixing as

Running water brings a range GATHER YOUR SUPPLIES you go to form a firm and
of elements to your sensory ® Fountainhead and pump workable mix.

garden — a soft trickling m 19mm irrigation pipe

sound, the ever-changing or flexible hose STEP 4 Trowel concrete mix

light show of reflections and m Click-on hose fitting with into rill and ponds, working into

a wonderful place to cool off. 19mm barb tail shape as you go. Make sure

In this project, a fountainhead m Concrete mix, to suit concrete is at least 60mm thick

feeds a serpentine rill, or ® Powdered cement oxide and completely surrounds steel

stream. This, in turn, fills a
small pond, which functions
as both a reservoir and a play
pond. Adapt measurements

to suit your garden space.

How to edge your garden

One of the easiest ways to add
definition to your landscape is to
use aluminium strip edging, such
as Link Edge (pictured), Simply
remove any unwanted grass and
mark out your edging location. Dig
a trench; adjust the edging to fit;
then hammer into place,

YOU'LL ALSO NEED

Set-out paint; clear brushable
pond sealant paint; sponge; H4
treated pine post; 50mm
stainless steel mesh; mulch;
Dulux Weathershield Low
Sheen acrylic in True Red; 5mm
steel rods; saddles, for fountain

HERE'S HOW

STEP 1 Choose an area for
your rill and pond that has a
slight slope. Mark out a
serpentine shape on ground
using set-out paint. Mark in a
small round pond at each end.
Dig out area, mounding soil
around sides to increase
depth. Dig all areas 60-80mm

that comes into ponds. Let mix
partially set, then wet-sponge
surfaces to smooth.

STEP 5 Dig a hole behind
upper pond for post to support
fountainhead. Paint post, then
concrete in place. Connect
fountainhead to pipe and use
saddles to fix to post.

STEP 6 Once all concrete has
cured, paint with sealant paint.
Let dry, then fit pump in lower
pond. Cut mesh to shape
and lay over pump. Fill with
water and switch on. »

For project supplies,
see Stockists page

9. Decorate your outdoor seating
area with colourful tableware and
bright cushions to add to the sensory
experience of your garden.

10. Plant oak-leaf and green coral
lettuces. Not only do they look and
taste fantastic, but you can harvest
them leaf by leaf, so there's no waste.

11. Mulch around your strawberries
and lettuces with lucerne hay or
straw, to help keep the soil moist,

12. Try Dichondra ‘Silver Falls’
for a silvery carpet effect. It's a
robust groundcover with masses
of tiny shimmering leaves.

13. A row of Magnolia ‘Little Gem’
is ideal for hiding a background
garden fence. Prune to the height
you want, and they will bear large,
white fragrant flowers in summer,

14,15. Basil, whether it be the
regular variety (above left)or the
Greek form (left), makes a great
addition — it has richly fragrant
foliage that tastes great, too.






